CHAPTEE III

THE  CHIBCHA  BELIGION

THE religion of an agricultural people would
naturally centre round the beneficent influences
which presided over their sowing and their harvests.
It was so with the Chibchas. The sun and, in a
less degree, the moon were the objects of their
reverential adoration; while the more thoughtful
among them recognised the existence of a great-
first cause. An imaginative people, preserved
traditions of ancient worthies who had conferred
benefits upon them in times past, and who had been
converted, in the course of ages, into mythical
heroes and demigods. Such legends became, to
some extent, interwoven with the main religious
ideas of propitiation of the supernatural powers,
who could grant or withhold success for the
harvests.

The Chibchas held that, in the" beginning of all

things, the light was enclosed in a great receptacle,
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